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FINDING THE VERY BEST 

OF VINTAGE SUPPLIERS, 

SARAH BAKER HOSTS A 

COLUMN PUTTING THE 

VINTAGE SPOTLIGHT 

ON TOWNS AND CIT-

IES NEAR YOU. A TOP 5 

GUIDE TO THE ECLECTIC 

FOR LOVERS OF VINTAGE 

EVERYWHERE. THIS 

WEEK THE SPOTLIGHT 

HITS… EDINBURGH!

As the capital of Scotland, Edin-

burgh’s got castles, the military 

tattoo, the Royal Mile and the 

Fringe, Jazz, Film and Book festi-

vals. But if you’re a fan of all things 

vintage there’s even more to keep 

you occupied.

Start your day at the Old Town 

Bookshop, an aladdin’s cave of 

books, maps and prints dating 

from the 1650s to the present day. 

Find books on art, history and 

travel as well as classics like 

Shakespeare, Dickens, Kipling 

and Burns. There are children’s 

books as well as plenty of orig-

inal artwork, and as the shop 

sits in the medieval part of 

the city, you’re bound to 

find a vintage treasure.

oldtownbookshop-edinburgh.

co.uk

the old toWn bookshoP

8 ViCtoriA street

edinburgh eh1 2hg
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Next stop is W Armstrong & Son a vintage emporium established in 

1840 and overlowing with clothes and accessories from every decade 

right back to Victorian costumes. Add in retro shades, a feather boa and 

wig, and the friendly and knowledgeable staf will help you pull together 

the perfect vintage outit. Images by Christine Mclachlan.

www.armstrongsvintage.co.uk

W. Armstrong & son

83 the grAssmArket

edinburgh eh1 2hJ

A few doors away you’ll ind Mary’s Milk Bar,  

a retro-style parlour. Milk bars were incredibly 

popular between the 20s and 60s and chocolatier 

Mary ofers trules, sot and creamy gelato, weekly 

seasonal sundaes and more. Sip an espresso, enjoy 

the formica and taste her latest concoction. It’s worth 

noting too that Mary hosts regular parties, workshops 

and tasting evenings.

www.marysmilkbar.com

mAry’s milk bAr

19 grAssmArket

edinburgh eh1 2hs
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Last, but deinitely not least you’ll want to 

book a table at Café Royal. A glorious example 

of Victorian opulence, this beautiful bar and 

restaurant dating from 1863 is full of stained 

glass, wooden panelling, mirrors and murals. It’s 

deliciously atmospheric with the perfect vintage 

ambience. Whether you sit in the round bar 

or in the restaurant, a glass of champagne and 

oysters has never looked so glamorous or tasted 

so good.

www.caferoyaledinburgh.co.uk

CAfe royAl

19 West register street

edinburgh eh2 2AA

uniCorn Antiques

65 dundAs street

edinburgh eh3 6rs

Next stop is Unicorn Antiques, a delight-

fully cluttered shop tucked into a basement. 

Shelves are stacked with anything old, 

curious and useful so think door handles, 

mirrors, glass, china, cutlery, copper pots 

and top hats. With the original Victorian 

and marble shelving, it’s a treasure trove so 

stacked to the raters that nimble browers are 

most welcome!

unicornantiques.co.uk
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